Make@home

KITE

You will need
●

●
●
●
●
●

A thin recycled plastic bag, biodegradable food bag
or bin liner
wooden skewers (or sticks from an old roller blind)
marker pens
ruler
scissors
sellotape.

1 - Cut open the plastic bag to make a flat piece of plastic.
2 - Cut this into a diamond shape - start by folding it in half, then draw on half
your diamond shape. Cut this out.
3 - Make a small hole in the centre of the diamond. Do this by folding your kite
shape and cut off the point. When you open up your kite the hole will be in the
centre.

4 - Decorate your kite any way you like! Try patterns, faces, birds, butterflies, or
perhaps a dragon! Use permanent markers, or if you have any, acrylic paint
pens.
Remember to leave your kite to dry for 10 minutes after decorating so that it
doesn’t smudge.
5 - Attach two sticks: flip your kite over so that the sticks are on the back of your
kite, place the sticks from point to point, across and down the length of the kite.
If they are too long then snap or snip them to size.
Use a little sellotape just on the ends of the sticks and tape onto the plastic- if
you use too much the kite will be too heavy and won’t fly!

6 – Your kite will need a tail which will help it to fly well. Use any left over
bag or foil blanket, cut into long strips.
You could also use thin florist’s ribbon, old bin liners. Add a few and make
them at least 1m long.
Use a small amount of tape to hold the tail in place at the bottom of your
kite.

7 – You now need to make a line for your kite. Cut a long rectangle from a
piece of cardboard to use as a reel. Cut two slits in to trap the string in. You
can use any thin wool (check it won’t snap easily), thin string, or old line from
another kite, and will need about 4-6m.
Tie one end of the line to the cardboard reel and then wind the length around
the card, trapping the end in one of the slits.
Make sure you have your kite facing towards you, and tie the end of the line
around the crossing sticks, through the centre hole.

8 – Fly your kite!
Choose an open clear area, and a slightly breezy day to test it out. Stand with your
back to the wind to launch the kite – you might need someone to help

